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Páttú is a group of islands located in the western part of Chuuk State. It consists of four 
islands, namely Houk, Polowat, Tamatam, and Pollap. People from these islands pride 
themselves on being the last remaining group of Chuukese to still adhere to many of their 

indigenous practices, customs, or way of life. For this reason, they are quick to notice any 
changes negatively impacting their culture or serene way of life. 
 
The Pollap ISLET is one of 8 ISLETs in the Northwest Region of Chuuk that are implementing 

the Island Explorer module. This ISLET consisted of eight (8) members.  These members 
represented island women, elders, youths, school, and leadership (traditional, religious, 
and municipal) groups. They developed several interview questionnaires about 

apwpwóro, an act of showing respect, specifically by women to their brothers. To follow 
culturally appropriate protocol, the female reps interviewed elder women and the male 
reps interviewed elder males on the island.  
 

When asked to rate their biggest concern in their small island community, the Pollap ISLET 
strongly emphasized the diminishing value of respect or “ahhómwool” for their elders or 
older siblings by the young generation. They lament how the young generation is not 
showing the same respect or value their ancestors placed on their culture, most of all on 

respecting their elders, their island home, or environment.  
 
The ISLET set out to research one aspect of respect called “apwpwóro”. Apwpwóro is the 
act of stooping, crawling, or lowering oneself when in the presence of an older adult 

sibling, a person of higher status, or among a group of people. This ISLET was specifically 
interested in apwpwóro as a sign of respect exhibited by women toward their brothers.  
Recognizing how embedded this practice is in other spheres of life, the Pollap ISLET dug 

deeper into the realm of apwpwóro to understand its history, value, and relevance today. 
Of critical concern were the following questions. (1) How do you explain or show the 
young generation the true essence of apwpwóro, that it’s a part of who you are as 
Pollapese or that it's a gift from God that signifies a special bond that which every fabric 

of Pollapese life is dependent upon?”  (2) How do you translate this essential practice into 
something meaningful or exciting for the Pollapese students so that they don’t see it as a 
hindrance but as an asset to their success in life? 
 

Information gathered through the interviews were shared and disseminated through these 
mediums (at an island-wide gathering, clan meetings, gender meetings, and to the student 
body at Pollap Elementary School and Pollap-Tamatam Junior High School). In addition to 
learning about apwpwóro, students also learned weaving as a sustainable means of living 

in an island culture with scarce resources and for its symbolic value of weaving every 
aspects of life together into cohesiveness and meaning. With the art of weaving, students 
learned to show respect by being good stewards of their lands, by perpetuating their 
culture and values, and by linking everything together through weaving. 

 



 

 

At the end of the Geo-literacy Education in Micronesia (GEM) Project, the ISLET expects a 
deeper understanding and appreciation of apwpwóro and a booklet detailing all the 

different stages of learning in GEM. They wish to document the following; 

- how they assembled an ISLET together,  

- how they identified an issue of major concern, 

- how they brainstormed ways to mitigate or solve the issue, 

- the interview questionnaires they developed about apwpwóro, 

- findings shared and collected at community outreaches,  

- how weaving connects all the dots about respect or island living.  
 
Everyone or every thing is interconnected with each other and needs to be respected, 
nurtured, or cared for in order to have a thriving culture. 
  



 

 

 
 



 

 

 


